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Old stereotypes of Appalachia portray the mountains as a region isolated by its environment.
Professor Swanson’s talk and forthcoming book upend those portrayals, using the stories

of regional commodities like gold, salt, and tobacco to show how natural resources so often
connected the mountains to the rest of the nation and globe.

DREW SWANSON is an associate professor of history at Wright State
University in Dayton, Ohio. He is the author of A 'Golden Weed: Tobacco and
Environment in the Piedmont South and Remaking Wormsloe Plantation: The
Environmental History of a Lowcountry Landscape. He is currently completing
a book on the environmental history of Appalachia. :

This talk is the keynote address for the Southern Forum on Agricultural,
Rural, and Environmental History.

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
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